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The offices of Government, the places of public resort, the 
dwellings of the people, the Temples of God are draped in mourn- 
ing. On every side signs of grief. The whole land mourns its 
| martyr-Chief. 

_ It would seem inappropriate therefore, to introduce a report, 
or discourse on any subject, without allusion to the stirring events 
of the times, without sympathy with the people’s commingled 
emotions, the nation’s great sorrow. 

_ A few days since, the welcome news flashed through the land, 
“The strong holds of the Rebellion have fallen, its armies are in 
flight, scattered, surrendered!” A tide of rapturous joy flowed 
through the heart of the people. Sweet peace dawned again on 
| the land. Every northern patriot, every loyal christian was ra- 
diant with delight. Those noble men, South, who have suffered 
| the loss of all things for the love of the old Union, relieved of the 
| pressure of a crushing weight, were exultant in the general joy. 
| Even the deceived, misled rank and file—the poor whites—who 
| have battled so long, so fiercely, so bravely, though unwittingly for 
| their own enslavement, were glad the struggle was over, and,— 
_on the whole,—to come again under the protecting folds of the 
old flag. Those brave men at the front and on the ocean, who 
| have met so unflinchingly on every field the storm of war, and 
endured so patiently its toils, rejoiced in triumph to lay off the 
harness, and return to the endearments of home. There was one 
| joy more deep, more divine, more heavenly still, that of the millions 
of freed-men, in the full consciousness and belief that all was of 
God who had heard their prayers, when the iron of bondage was 
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in their souls, and through this terrible wrath, had wrought this 
great deliverance, and brought to them the “Year of Jubilee.” 
Amidst all this exultant flow of soul-music through the land, 


were heard notes of the minor mode mingling in the strains, they 


did but sweeten the melodies and mellow their harmonies. It was 
that low plaintive wail of the widow, and orphan, and mother 
childless. 

Others from the strife came exulting home, but theirs came not. 
Their precious forms lie uncoffined, unmarbled on every field of 
glory in the land, and in ocean depths, or in promiscuous heaps 
in those Golgothas around Southern prisons, charnel houses of 
murdered men, monuments of the eternal infamy of the incarnate 
fiends of Rebellion. Even these stricken ones amidst the 
general joy, could smile in tears. 

Who are sullen ? Who gloomy ? The Arch Traitors and their 


aiders and abettors. Some have left their country “ for their coun-— 


try’s good;” let the rest hasten after them, ere Justice overtakes 
them. A democratic government with democratic institutions 
is no place for them. Let them fly for sympathy to cowled monks, 
crafty priests, mitered or crowned despots, selfish aristocrats, 
pivileged tyrants over depressed, crushed democracies ; but let 
them slink away from the withering scorn, and indignant frown of 
the peoples of all nations, and no longer steal the livery and name 
of Democracy to serve the devil, in its overthrow. 

On this exultant general joy the sun went down. The nation 
lay locked in sweet, peaceful, secure sleep. In the hour of that fatal 
night, the very iron trembled and shuddered, as the lightning flew 


hissing over it, screaming through the land—‘‘ Murder! murder! ‘ 


Your Chief has fallen by an assassin ! his Prime Minister lies wel- 
tering in his blood by the dagger of another !” 

Morning breaks on an aroused, amazed, astounded nation. 
What new plot of treason has broken forth! Had we not seen 


enough of its malignity yet? Is the concentrated quintessence of — 


the malignant spirit of hell, incarnated and stalking forth among 
us yet again? Have the wretched fiends,—the murderers of our 
thousands slain—bafiled in an attempt on a nation’s life vented 
their impotent spite on our beloved Chief? Must our Moses, our 
leader through all this great wilderness, go up to these martyr 
hights to die unblessed amidst a nation blessed in peace and future 
hopes? 

Phe Republic lives! and will live! for God reigns, the people’s 
Redeemer. 

Can our minds be diverted from these absorbing, commingled 


emotions—these exultant joys, this great sorrow—to the calmer _ 


every day enterprises in the onward work of human redemption? 
In the midst of these commotions, your Board have prosecuted 
their work through an other year to our Tuirty SeventH AN- 
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NIVERSARY. The church has encouraged us with increasing pecu- 
niary aid. New fields are opening before us. The wastes in our 
Southern Ports are to be repaired. Commerce will soon return 
again to its old channels, springing afresh from its depressions to 
a more vigorous life. We must follow it abroad and sanctify it 
with the Word and Gospel of Jesus. Our navy has become a 
great and inviting field, on which we have bestowed much labor 
during the year. What further use God and the Nation may 
have for it, in the world’s coming convulsions, and how long in 
its present size, it may need our labors, we do not know. By 
God’s Grace and favor, we are able to report progress in the various 
departments of our labor, during the past year. 


SEA MISSIONS. 


Under this head is included what its name imports, a system of 
living agencies, or missions to seamen at sea. It is not only the 
Loan Library of 40 to 50 volumes, but the Librarian that goes to 
_make up this mission to seamen on their own element, under the 
most favorable circumstances to be influenced for good, but where 
ae cannot follow them with the ordinary ministrations of the Gos- 
pel. 

The Libraries are loaned, so far as possible, to converted sea- 

men, who are expected to use them for the spiritual benefit of 
their ship mates on the voyage. They are not, however, confined 
strictly to this class, Captains and officers, non-professors of reli- 
gion, but who manifest an interest in the intellectual and moral 
elevation of their crews, are gladly and thankfully intrusted with 
_ libraries for the use of the ship’s company. 
_ They are, however, never urged upon, or designed to be loaned 
to those Captains who universally have bad crews, ‘‘ who have no 
sympathy for sailors,’ who have no hope of their improvement, 
| who use them only to drive the ship swiftly as possible, regardless 
_ of them, as intellectual and human beings. A few such, it must be 
confessed, still linger in American ships, even in some of our larg- 
| est and finest ships. They may be what is technically called good 
seamen, know every rope in the ship, how to navigate her for 
quick voyages, and how to return a good balance sheet, to the own- 
er; but utterly ignorant of the science of commanding men, con- 
sequently unfit for their profession, and ought not to be trusted 
with the command of a crew of a fishing smack. 

In each Library is placed the striking Temperance Tract “Black 
Valley Railroad,” a Pledge and Constitution of the Ship-mates 
}| Temperance Alliance, and a blank form of report to be filled by 

the Librarian and returned to the Society. A record of the Libra- 
ry is kept under its number, its shipment, its return, its reship- 
ment and any interesting incidents connected with its voyage. Al- 
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ready many of them have histories of considerable interest. More 
than 400 conversions have been reported as in some measure the 
result of this agency. 

The system already so auspiciously begun, needs but the cooper- - 
ation of owners, officers and sailors and the Divine blessing, to 
work an entire change in the character of American Seamen. 

This systematic Loan Library effort was commenced in Boston 
in 1859, now much the largest number are shipped from New 
York. 


10 Libraries were shipped in 1859, 218 Libraries were shipped in 1863, 

94 cs 6c 6 1860, 421 6 “6 % 1864, 
Pek? ON cag TS61.is SOGunrk Siebel Sere bak! 1865, 
117 ee oe Be 1862, Total, 1369 Libraries. 

Of these 540 arein the U. 8S. Navy accessible to 58,000 seamen, 
829 are in the merchant service and accessible to 20,000 seamen. 

The whole number of volumes contained in these Libraries is 
about 62,000 and accessible as Circulating Libraries to about 
78,000 seamen at sea. A few of them are known to be lost, parts 
of the books of others have not been returned, but the returned 
library has been replenished, and started on other voyages.: 
About 475 have been re-shipped, showing that most of 
them are still afloat and on their missions of mercy. The appre- 
ciation by seamen of this work, and the great usefulness of it, not 
only in immediated conversions, but in the moral and intellectual 
improvement, and the improved conduct of seamen at sea, is 
shown by the numerous letters from the librarians, copious ex- 
tracts from which, have been printed in the former numbers of 
the Magazine. Beside this, 109 libraries have been given to naval 
and merchant vessels by the Pennsylvania Branch in Philadel- 
phia. By the aid of the children we will push this work, till the 
25,000 American vessels are supplied with them, and our sailors 
have some of the privileges out on the Ocean, of the Sabbath 
School Children at home. 


FOREIGN OPERATIONS. 


ey 


LABRADOR COAST. 


Carizou IsLhanp.—Reuy. C. C. Carpenter, Chaplain. 


Mr. and Mrs. Carpenter, with their infant, left this station early 
in October, 1864, and returned to the United States for the 
winter. Mr. Carpenter returns again this spring. He however 
left in charge of the mission, Rev. Mr. Butler of Massachusetts, 
who expected to remain through the winter. 

Of course we can receive no report from winter quarters till 
next fall. 
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Of the summer station at the Island, Mr. Carpenter, in a letter 
dated October 8th, 1864, on his voyage homeward, says : 


“Tt is very gratifying now, after many days, to find that bread cast upon 
those waters was not wholly in vain. And in regard to the general work 
among sailors at Labrador, I feel more encouraged each year. Each year the 
opportunities of effort among them there increases—more attend the Bethel 
meetings, more are reached by tracts and similar influences, and they have 
a better appreciation of the mission. The comparative shortness of our summer 
work on the vessels, and the entireness of our separation from them, when the 
summer is ended, prevent us from ascertaining, in most cases, the result of seed 
sown. Sometimes, however, we are privileged to see the way in which God 
blesses our efforts. This summer precious opportunities were given us to care 
for sick seamen, from which we hope good things. Two letters were received 
from foreign sailors, in regard to their spiritual experience, as connected with 
mission influences. Within the past year, too, a young man, an Englishman 
by birth, a Labradorian by residence for the last three years, and a sailor and 
fisherman by occupation, has been converted to Christ, and attested the reality 
and depth of the work in his soul by his wish to give himself to active useful- 
ness in Christ’s service. He accordingly sailed with us for the States, to secure 
an education fer that purpose.” 


NEW BRUNSWICK. 
Sr. Jonns,—Rev. James Spencer, Chaplain. 

We rejoice to learn that the Seamen’s cause has been resuscitated 
at this port, where there are annually from 12,000 to 15,000 
seamen. In 1853, the Society granted aid in the support of 
Rey. C. N. Harris, who labored with great zeal and fidelity and 
success, till 1858. During the first year of his labors, a Sailors’ 
Home was started under very favorable auspices; he also preached 
to good Bethel congregations in “‘ Marine Hall.” 

Since he left but little has been done for seamen, ‘‘and they 
have been left to the tender mercies of the wicked.” é 

By the efforts of Rev. James Spencer and other friends, a society 
was formed Dec. 8th, 1864, named the ‘‘St. Johns Mariner’s 
Friend Association.” $800 have been subscribed for the support 
of the Chaplain. A commodious hall, near the shipping has 
been obtained, and Bethel services were commenced on Sabbath, 
December 25th. 

Application was made to your Board for aid. A small 
appropriation was made at their meetingin April. 

About 3000 of the seamen in port are American, The number 
will probably be greatly increased after our war is over, and our 
commerce returns to its old channels. 


NORWAY. 
Rey. F. L. Ryucur, Sailor Missionary. 
This missionary is still at his post, though the Danish war has 


| somewhat hindered his work, for the time, among seamen, as they 
_ were called into the navy, and were cruising, out of his reach. 
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He ttirned his attention more to the soldiers, but laments that it 
is not with them as in the United States. Few of their Officers, 
either in the Army or Navy, are pious. Generally they do much 
more to hinder than to aid religious influences among the men. - 
He has spent about nine months of the year in Denmark, making 
missionary tours to the Islands, and to the country about Odense. 
Three months he spent in Norway, going from port to port as 
Colporteur, and preaching the gospel. The places visited in Nor- 
way, were Christiana, Hidsvold, Drammen, Hoff, Holmestrand, 
Horten, Laurvig, Langesmed, Porsgrund, Skeine and Krajero, 
In Krajero there is a Bethel Church, composed almost entirely of 
seamen and their families, and to which there are frequent 
additions. In this tour he mentions a few hopeful conversions 
among sailors and their families. At Hidsvold in Norway, he 
organized a Church. 

During the year, he has traveled 1364 miles, preached 120 times, 
held 29 prayer meetings, made 297 religious visits, 166 of them to 
seamen on ship board, or at their homes, distributed 24 Bibles, 
216 Testaments, 12 books and 61,430 pages of tracts, and 
baptised 6 believers. 


SWEDEN. 
GotaLanp.—J. LinpE.ius, Sailor Missionary. 

This aged sailor still lives to do something in his Master’s vine- 
yard. There seems to have been no special religious interest on 
the Island of Gothland, during the past year, though there is 
attention to the word of God, and considerable discussion on the 
two plans of salvation; the one by the law, the other by faith; the 
one of human device, the other of Divine appointment; the one 
in which a dead formal church sleeps, the other by which a re- 
vived and living church acés. 

He speaks of the conversion of one young man, and of his zeal 
and activity in the new life. On one of his missionary tours, he 
was accompanied for ten days, by a devoted Colporteur, by the 
name of Bergstrom ; on another by a blind disciple from the main 
land, named Almgrist, who seemed to have wonderful aptness in 
explaining the Scriptures, and teaching the way to heaven. 

During the year 1864, he has visited 311 houses and 26 vessels, 
conversed with about 100 seamen, 318 fishermen and their families, 
and about 1000 countrymen, preached 8 times, and held 95 prayer 
meetings, and for Bible exposition, distributed 2 Bibles, 47 
Testaments, 14 copies of the Psalms, and 400 Tracts, and often 
visited and prayed with the sick. 


GorrenBERG.—Rey. F. O. Ninsson, Sailor Missionary. 


This remarkably devoted, humble and successful Missionary is 
now the pastor of a Baptist church in Gottenberg numbering at 
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the end of 1864, forty-six communicants. In connection with the 
church, is a Bible class of 18 members, and a Sabbath School of 
50 scholars and 4 teachers. In his Sabbath services held in a com- 
modious Hall built by a pious sea Captain, at his own expense, 
he has a congregation averaging nearly 400, many of them seamen. 
His labors during the year have been chiefly devoted to four classes: 

Hirst, to the seamen in the Royal Navy of Sweden and Nor- 
way, to whom he was not allowed to preach formally, yet was 
courteously treated by the officers and men, some of whom he found 
to be devoted Christians. He made twenty-five visits to these sea- 
men, distributed tracts, and as he says, “I do not remember that I 
ever preached with more freedom and to more attentive hearers 
than on the gun deck of some of these war steamers.” 

Second, to the large number of emigrants to America, often con- 
gregated in Gottenberg while waiting for passage. He has been 
able to give them valuable knowledge and advice relative to the 
United States, has often found them in a state of mind, as they 
were bidding farewell to their native land, very accessible to the 


‘Gospel, and tenderly alive to the soul’s immortal interests, and 


many were the melting scenes he had witnessed among them. 

Third, to the seamen of merchant vessels in port. Among this 
class he mentions cases of hopeful conversion of deep interest. 

Fourth, to the Sailor Boarding Houses and families of seamen , 
living in port: many from this class have been added to his con- 
gregation, and some have become active co-laborers in inducing 
others to come in. 

In addition to these labors in Gottenberg, he has made one mis- 
sionary tour among seamen and fishermen and their families who 
live on the coast. In this tour of five weeks, he says, “I stayed at 
Warberg (a small town on the sea coast 42 English miles south of 
Gottenberg) six days, preaching in the evenings, in a large room 
to considerable congregations. From there I went from place to 
place on the sea coast, preached every evening and twice on the 
Sabbath to large assemblies. Everywhere the Word seemed to be 
received gladly. Praise God! some professed conversion and_re- 
joiced in having found Christ precious to their souls. ” 

In another tour of three weeks he says, “I went from place to 
place, preaching in hamlets and villages in a region where I for- ° 
merly have labored much for the Lord, and where I met with 
some of my old spiritual children. It would be utterly impossi- 
ble to describe our mutual joy in thus meeting after the lapse of 
many years. It was something like Joseph meeting and making 
himself known to his brethren. Oh, what joy it will be to the 
people of God when they meet in Heaven, never to part any more! 

“T had the holy pleasure of seeing the work of God prosper in 
those parts. Much people, and some from far off distances, attend- 
ed my preaching. Here I assisted in organizing a gospel church 
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of thirty-two believers. May the Lord preserve them in truth, 
and continue to prosper His own cause everywhere.” 
“While absent from Gottenberg during this quarter, my place 
_ had been ably supplied by a very gifted young ministering brother, 
so that our meetings for preaching and prayer were continued in ~ 
our place of worship at the regular and appointed times. But the 
best of all is, the Lord is with us; so that, notwithstanding all 
sorts of oppositions from the powers of darkness, the work of the 
Lord goeth forward, if not so rapidly, still steady and sure. To 
God alone be, therefore, all the glory.” During the year 1864, he 
has traveled 720 miles, preached 213 times, conducted 161 prayer 
and conference meetings, visited 744 families and 970 vessels, dis- 
tributed 3,500 pages of Tracts, and baptized 21 converts. 
StrockHotm.—A. M. Lsunepere, Sailor Missionary. 


This Missionary was appointed as successor of Rev. Oloff Pe- 
terson, in 1847, and labored for the Society for five years, when he 
was laid aside by ill health tor two years, and has since labored 
more or less at his own charges in Bible and Mission work in 
Sweden. On the representations, in a recent communication from 
him, and of Rev. Anders Wiberg, pastor of the First Baptist 
Church in Stockholm, now on a visit to this city, he was reap- 
pointed, at the meeting of the Board in March, to commence la- 
,bor in the service of the Society May Ist 1865. 


DENMARK. 
CoprnHAGEN.—ReEv. P. K. Rypine, Sailor Missionary. 


During the year 1864, Mr. Ryding has labored in Bornholm, 
Sweden, and Copenhagen, Denmark, most of his time at the 
latter place, among seamen, especially in the Royal Navy, and 
among soldiers, while the war lasted. He says, ‘‘at the time the 
war was most bloody, there was most inquiry after the word of 
God and Tracts.” He and his assistants have distributed large 
quantities of Scriptures and Tracts to the eager multitudes. He 
has labored much among the sick and wounded in the Hospitals, 
and speaks of the sad and painful scenes he had witnessed, and 
of the letters he had received after the war was over, from those 
who had been awakened or converted under his ministry there. 

At Bornholm he was much among merchant seamen from 
various nations, and speaks of cases of deep religious interest 
under his labors. ‘It was here, he says, I spent the first week 
of the year in prayer-meetings, every evening with the people of 
God. 1t was to me the most happy week in all the year.” 

He has also made, he says, “three short tours to Melvis during 
the year, and distributed the Word of Life. Several hungry 
souls have received the Word with joy, and I entertain the hope 
that others have not listened to it in vain.” 
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The Sabbath School children too have claimed a share of his 
attention. 

During the year he has preached 105 times, conducted 91 prayer 
meetings, visited 1269 vessels, 78 families, particularly to the 
sick, traveled 564 English miles, distributed 98 Bibles, 1365 
Testaments, 320 copies of gospels, 286 religious books, and about 
24,000 tracts, and baptised sia believers. 

We subjoin a brief extract from his last report, to show the 
progress of religion in Denmark during the last 25 years. 

“In Copenhagen and in the whole of Denmark the truth gains ground, and 
more laborers enter the field. The Baptists have several who disseminate the 
Word of God, so also the Methodists and the Lutherans, as well as other 
parties. All labor to promote knowledge, yet all that is done is nothing 
compared to what ought to be done. 

The British and Foreign Bible Society is doing a great work. By its means 
many copies of Holy Scripture are distributed. O Lord! bless thy own work. 

On the 20th of October 1864, it was 25 years since the first Baptist Church 
was formed in Denmark. Myself and 10 others were baptised on the 27th 
October, 1839. As I was the oldest remaining of these eleven, I delivered an 
address at a meeting held at Copenhagen. It may interest you to know that 
at the end of 1863, there were 16 Churches, with 1730 members in this king- 
dom. We praised and blessed God with hymns and prayers, and we hope that 


_ the Lord will bless the newly commenced 25th year to his own honor.” 


BELGIUM. 
AntTwerp.—H. Vosxamp, Sailor Missionary. 

During the year 1864, this laborious missionary and colporteur 
has sold in various languages 2532 copies of the Bible, New Testa- 
ment, and other religious books, for 2664;%% Francs, besides 
giving away a considerable number of volumes, and a large number 
of Tracts. He has visited the sick and dying sailors in the 


hospital, and gives some interesting instances of hopeful con- 


versions. He has furnished those able to read with New Testaments 
and books from one of our Loan Libraries, and tracts in many 
languages. He has visited the ships of all nations, and the 
sailors’ boarding houses, to induce sailors to attend Church, to 
converse with them, and furnish them with the Word of God. 
Emigrants also from different parts of the continent, who ship 
at Antwerp for North and South America have received a share 


of his attention. 


He mentions a delightful interview and meeting with a company 
of Swiss emigrants bound to the United States; also of a quite 
providential meeting, held on ship-board, among a large number 


_ of Roman Catholics, bound to South America, 


The ship had been detained a few days at anchor in the harbor, 


"He read the Scriptures, prayed with and preached to an attentive 


audience, not accustomed to such a mode of worship. He also 
met with two ship loads of recruits for the U. S. Army, and 
furnished them with some reading matter; found them respectful, 
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attentive and thankful. He has visited several times the U.S. 
Men-of-War, Niagara and Sacramento, and speaks of the good 
religious influence, and the good order among the large crews, 10 
the highest terms. He has sold a small number of the Spanish 
Scriptures to the Officers and Sailors of a Spanish vessel in port. 

Truly this is a center from which Evangelical Light may 
radiate into all parts of the earth. ; 

Since Mr. Kolkenbeck has left Antwerp, we fear little progress 
has been made in the Sailors’ Home operation, although we have 


no report on that subject. Last year 7,800 Francs had been 
collected for that enterprise. 


FRANCE. 
Havre.—Rev. H. Rogers, Chaplain. 


Mr. Rogers has labored faithfully at this station since Dr. Saw- 
tell left, at the close of the year 1863. j wl 

All the American, and most of the English ships are visited, 
and the crews invited to attend Divine Service on the Sabbath, 
and the prayer meetings in the Reading Room during the week. 
The sick in the hospitals are also visited and directed to Christ. 
His journals give several cases of interest in his labors there. 
Although the number of American seamen in port has been 
greatly diminished during the war, and the English not increased, 
still the Bethel congregations have been as large generally as in 
former years. The thanks of the Board are due to the Colonial 
Committee of the Free Church of Scotland, for a grant of £25 
towards the Chaplain’s support; also, to the American Consul, 
Hon. J. O. Putnam, and other friends in Havre for similar aid. 

We subjoin Mr. Rogers’ Report for 1864 : 


“In reviewing the labors of this station during the past year, our praises are 
due to the God of Providence for health and strength continued, so that we 
have been enabled constantly to discharge its onerous duties. The attendance 
at the Bethel has not been less than in former years, and though from the 
necessarily fluctuating nature of the congregation, mainly depending on the 
number of Seamen in port, it sometimes looks discouraging, yet on the whole 
there is much to encourage us to persevere. On one or two occasions there has 
not been a dozen seamen, while at others we have had from 120 to 150 present 
at the Evening Service. 

From the official report of the navigation of the port, we learn that during 
the past year, 94 American ships, with 2,067 men have entered. This is a sad 
falling off compared with former years; but it is some satisfaction that nearly 
all of them here have been personally visited, and a large proportion of the 
Captains and Cfficers have attended worship with us. The number of English 
and Canadian ships have not increased; they amount to 1,238 with 17,895 men, 
a large number being small vessels employed in the coal trade, and of steamers, 
some making three trips a week. 

These statistics will show the importance of this station, as the returns give 
an average of 350 English speaking Seamen coming in every week. Most of 
them are visited weekly and invited to attend the services, both by the 
Chaplain and the Sexton. Often have we been cheered by the willingness 
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with which the Tracts are received, and the acknowledgement that we could 
not invite them to a better place, At the same time we lament that compar- 


_ atively so few accept these invitations. It is a solemn thought that thousands 


of sailors are by these appeals, left without excuse if they neglect the means 
of grace provided for them. 

It is gratifying to state that the Incidental Expenses of the year, amounting 
to F1372.95 have been met within a few francs, by the collections after the 
services, donations by American Captains, and others. The Chaplain has 
pleasure in balancing the account, and announcing that the new year is begun 
without debt; though some of the donations were designed for his personal use. 

The Reading Room, although drawing heavily on the incidental expenses, is 
necessary to the successful working of the mission. As by a local law of the 
port, no fire or light is permitted in any ship under severe penalties, this 
prevents our holding Bethel meetings on board. The Room is lighted and 
warmed every Evening, and here we hold meetings more or less frequently as 
the number of seamen attending afford the opportunity.” 

We should have been pleased to refer to many instances of conversion to 
God among the many seamen attending the services. A few have come to our 
notice, but we trust many others have taken place of which we shall probably 
never hear in this lower world. Several have heard their last sermon in Havre, 
who sailing from the port during the subsequent week, have met a watery 
grave, and others go to distant ports, perhaps never to return. ’ 

It is ours diligently to sow the seed—tis His to bless and make it effectual. 
The promise is to the faithful servant independent of his success.” 


Marsg1uLes.—Rev. J. B. Hawkins, Chaplain. 


Mr. Hawkins entered into this field of labor, as British Consular 
Chaplain, early in 1864, soon after the resignation of Rev. M. 
John Mayers. On the receipt of most ample and satisfactory 
testimonials from the U. 8. Consul, Hon. Geo. W. Van Horn, and 
others, of his true evangelical spirit, and devoted, faithful and 
successful labors among American seamen, as well as English, he 
was appointed by the Board, at their meeting in November, as 
Chaplain to our seamen, and a small appropriation made towards 
his support from January Ist, 1865. 

The thanks of the Board are due to the U. 8. Consul, for his 
efforts to promote the religious interest of our Seamen. 

It will be seen from the following communication from Mr. 
Hawkins, that the number of American seamen in Marseilles, 
though at present small, is still sufficient to claim the attention 
of the Board. 

Fresrvary 9th, 1865. 


My Dear Sir, : 

I beg to acknowledge the receipt of your kind letter, dated 2d December 
last, and to express my best thanks to your Board for voting me 500 francs 
towards my support, in the Chaplaincy to seamen in Marseilles, for the 
year 1865. ; 

My reply thereto has been necessarily delayed in order to give you the 
information you desire. And now that the returns for last year are made up, 
I am able to tell you that the total number of seamen of all nations who arrived 
in Marseilles for the year 1864, was 36,451, and who left Marseilles was 35,080. 
Of these numbers, the EncrisH Sprakrne sailors counted about 7000; and of 
American ships and sailors, my friend, your Consul helps me to the following 


detailed report: 
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“Twenty-four American vessels arrived at Marseilles, during the year 1864, 
“whose crews were composed of 216 American seamen and 72 foreigners. 
“ Hight of these arrivals were from Philadelphia, and six from New York; the 
“balance from foreign ports. Five vessels were sold here to French purchasers. 
‘* Of the clearances, the larger number were for Italy, Sicily, none directly for. 
“the States, There were 40 seamen retained at the U. S. Consulate, either 
“discharged from foreign vessels in port, or sent hither from other Consulates, 
“making the whole number of American seamen known to us as having visited 
“the port, during the year, 256. Of the seamen retained, 7 were sent to the 
‘hospitals. Two died in hospital: Darius Patchin at Marseilles, and L. A. 
“Wright at Cette.” 

Coming to Marseilles in the early days of January, 1864, I found there was 
no special Sailors’ Sunday Evening Service, and immediately I commenced the 
same, for four months on shore, and since May always on board ship. The 
“Peninsula and Oriental Steamship Company” have granted me the use of their 
Steamers in port for this purpose. During the year I held fifty such services. 
They have been useful and well attended, on the average, I should say, by 50 
to 60 people. 

You will kindly observe that my work was begun and carried on last year, 
long before I ever knew the name of your Society, and I shall try (God helping 
me) to do even more, now that I may write myself, 

Your very sincere friend and brother in Christ, 
J. B. Hawkins. 


CHINA. 
Hone Kone.— —-. 

This Chaplaincy is still vacant, awaiting the return of peace, 
and of American commerce to its original channels. 

WaHamrPoa.— ———— ———. 

There is a fund in the hands of Trustees at this station, amount- 
ing, principal and interest, to about $8,000, for the re-building of 
a Bethel when the time shall come for it. We hope next time the 
building will be on land. 

Fun CHavu.— ‘ 

Pagoda Island, ten miles below the city, at the anchorage for 

ships, still waits for a Bethel and Chaplain. 
SHancual.— Missionaries. 

We have received no communication relative to the work among 
seamen, in this port, during the year. 

Nine Po.—American and English Missionaries. 

Nothing from this port either. 


JAPAN. 
Yorouama.—Rey. 8. R. Brown, Miss’y of the Ref. Dutch Ch. 


From letters recently received from Mr. Brown, dated Jan. 14, 
1865, we learn, that the libraries, hymn-books, Bibles and tracts 


— 
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sent out last year, had been received, that two or three of the 
libraries had been placed on British men-of-war, in care of pious 
gunners, members of the little church at Yokohama, of which Mr. 
Brown is pastor, that the sailor’s were surprised and gratified at 
the Christian liberality of Americans towards British seamen, 
making provision for their moral and spiritual interests, not made 
by their own countrymen ; that twenty-four seamen from the 
British navy, had been received into the Church on profession of 
faith, during the past fourteen months ; that others were awaken- 
ed and the religious interest increasing, through the activity of 
the converts, and this in a Heathen city, where there were fifty 
grogshops,—one for every ten foreigners,—and ample facilities for 
all the degrading vices of heathenism, coupled with the grog-ration 
in the British navy, by which British seamen are made drunkards 
by British law. 

Mr. Brown makes an appeal for more libraries which will be 
sent out by the first opportunity. 

Yokohama seems to be the best location for a naval rendezvous 


for English and American ships. A subscription has been started, 


and a very eligible site selected for a church edifice. £200 had 
been sent from the Sandwich Islands, $1,000 given by the late 
U.S. Minister, Mr. Harris, a 600-pound bell promised by the present 


U.S. Minister, Mr. Pruyn, and the windows promised by citizens 


of New York. It is expected to cost over $5,000, and to be held 
by the Reform Dutch Board of Missions. As it is needed for, and 
will well accommodate seamen, he appeals to the Society for aid. 
The Board, at their meeting, in April, referred the subject to the 
Chaplaincy Committee, to confer with the Dutch Board, and if 
agreeable to them, to make an appropriation, provided it shall be 
made free to the seamen of all nations. 


MICRONESIAN ISLANDS. 


In the report of last year, we said ‘ whale ships have almost 
entirely abandoned these Islands. It is hoped before their return 
to them again, the natives will become evangelized.” From the 
following letter recently received from Mr. Damon, of the Sand- 
wich Islands; it would seem our hopes are about to be realized : 


“The Morning Star recently arrived from Micronesia bringing the most gratify- 
ing intelligence of God’s gracious work of Divine Grace upon the distant islands 
of this great ocean. The work is especially encouraging upon Strong’s Island 
and Ascension. These are two spots, which of all others, have been cursed by 
the vicious practices of ungodly seamen, and runaways from the Australian 
Colonies, but now,—in man’s last extremity—God_ has appeared, and is work- 
ing miracles of divine grace. I visited those islands, in 1861, and can well re- 
member the state of things at that date. The contrast is most striking. For 
several years the work of missions on Ascension was so discouraging that the 
American Board had well-nigh decided to withdraw all their missionaries. 
Brother Sturgis pleaded that he might remain. He even intimated that he 
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should remain without any support. ‘“Man’s extremity was God’s opportunity.” 
The Holy Spirit is evidently manifest in various parts of the island—even in 
remote parts where the missionary has seldom, if ever, made his visits for 
preaching. : 

Such facts as these are most encouraging. God’s time to favor Zion appears’ 
to have come. “ The isles wait for his law,” and the “ Abundance of the Sea” 
is being converted unto God.” 

SatG.. 


Honolulu, 21st Feb., 1865. 


SANDWICH ISLANDS. 
Honotutu:—Reyv. 8. C. Damon, Chaplain. 


Notwithstanding the great diminution in the number of whale 
ships touching at the Islands, it is probable the Chaplaincy at 
Honolulu, in the future may become more important than ever, 
from the great increase of merchant ships and steamers at this port 
as the half-way house between the west coast of the United States 
and Asia. 

To show the present state of the Chaplaincy we subjoin 


Tue Twenty-Tuirp ANNUAL Report OF THE HONOLULU SEAMEN’S CHAPLAIN. 


“Tt is acommon remark of those living within the tropics, that time seemingly 
passes away more rapidly than to those dwelling in higher and colder latitudes. 
Not being subjected to the sudden changes of the weather, or the vicissitudes 
of the seasons, we have but little to interrupt the monotonous and even-flow of 
the year, from its commencement to its close. I can with much difficulty realize 
that a whole year has elapsed since writing my last Annual Report. 

The public services of the Bethel have been discharged during the past year 
without a single interruption. Our weekly meetings have also been held, and dur- 
ing the past shipping season these meetings have been held more frequently. The 
Lord’s Supper has been regularly administered on the first Sabbath of each 
quarter. “The Friend” has regularly made its appearance on the Ist of each 
month. The ‘Sailors’ Home” has been constantly open. From this general 
outline, it will appear that the out-ward means of grace have been in full ope- 
ration under the auspices of this Chaplaincy. I have been permitted to con- 
tinue my usual visits at the hospitals, and on ship-board, while the seamen 
have as usual visited my study at my house and at my office at the “Sailors’ 
Home,” for books, bibles and papers. 

In a careful review of all the labors and means, the question arises, what 
have been the results? and have those results corresponded with the amount 
of labor and money which have been expended? The following are among 
the results: 


First.—An opportunity has been offered for many hundreds of seamen and 
others to hear the gospel preached. ; 

Second.—In very many instances opportunities have occurred (and which 
have been improved) fer private application of the truths of the gospel to 
individuals. 

Third.—A large amount of religious reading, in the form of Bibles, tracts, 
books and papers, has been judiciously distributed. 

Fourth_—Very many assurances have been received from the lips of those 
present, and the letters of those absent, that the means of grace here employed 
have not been in vain. 

Fifth.—Several upon their dying beds, have assured the Chaplain that his 
instructions have been of great benefit and comfort to their souls. 

These are among the results. It is not for me or any other person to describe 
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all the results. While my expectations and hopes are far from being realized, 
I cannot, in conscience, point out any evil consequences resulting from the 


Maintenance of this Chaplaincy. The Pastor and members of the Bethel 
| Church have labored cordially together to build up the Redeemer’s Kingdom 


in this part of the world, and we have labored most harmoniously with other 
sister-churches on the Hawaiian Islands. 


In reviewing the year, the following are some of the more prominent 


} incidents which rise above the surface on the level of the past: 


A STRANGER IN THE Prayer-MeeEtTING.—In the month of March, at one of our Wednesday Evening 
meetings, after I had finished my opening remarks, an opportuuity was afforded for any one to speak 
who seemed inclined. A gray-haired man arose, who stated that he was carpenter of the 2 & 
whale ship, which arrived that very day. He said, that in landing, his first enquiry was, if there 
Was a prayer-meceting held in the city. The person to whom the enquiry was put, replied: “Yes, the 
bell at the Bethel is now ringing.” To the Bethel he hastened, and when an opportunity was 
afforded, he arose to speak. The substance of his address was this: that for 18 months he had been 
connected with the Army of the Potomac, but being disgusted with himself and all the world, he had 
come off to sea. At New Bedford, however, he fell under the influence of a most excellent lady, 
a Mrs. Dennison, who labors among seamen. Through her efforts, he had been brought to see him- 
self a sinner, and as he hoped, a follower of Christ. It would require more space than I can afford, to 
record the subsequent career of this man; but suffice it, he is now a member of our Bethel Church, 
and I hope is laboring to do good among seamen. He is at present an inmate of the United States 
Hospital, in this city. 

Two SoLprers ar THE PRAyER-Mretinc.—At one ot our prayer-meetings last spring, the man 
was present whose case I have just described, and another soldier from the ‘‘Army of the Potomac.’? 
Both spoke of having found ‘peace in Jesus” at sea. Both shipped from New Bedford at the same 
time, but in different ships. They never met until they met at our Bethel preyer-meeting. They 
<a am LerPanaiod, but I doubt not will meet to spend all eternity together, in singing praise to God 
and the Lamb. 


Jesus Founp orr Cape Horn, AnD In THE Arctic OcrAn.—At one of our meetings last fall, one 
sailor, a Swede said, that he found the Saviour precious to his soul, off Cape Horn, and another 
declared that he found the Savior precious in the Arctic Ocean. Surely Christ is with his people in 
all parts of the Ocean, ‘‘amid the tumbling mountains of ice,’? which encircles the north pole, as well 
as while buffetting the rude winds off the stormy cape off South America. 


Hospirars.—During the past year, I have, as during former years, held reli- 


_ gious services there, Sabbath Afternoons. These services are usually well attended. 


Hospirat Scenss.--Mr. had been an inmate of the Unitcd States Hospital for several years ; 
he was a great sufferer. For about three years he has been aconsistent member of the Bethel Church. 
I often saw him while lying upon his dying bed. On one occasion I asked, ‘‘ when you open your 
eyes in another world, who do you expect first to see??? He quickly replied, ‘Jesus.”’ 

At the Queen’s Hospital, I often visited a Mr. from St. Johns, New Brunswick. Fora long 
time he appeared indifferent to all religious counsels, although very respectful. I felt sad, for I saw 
that his days would soon be numbered. At length I visited him and found that all was changed. 
“A peace that passeth understanding ’’ had taken posession of his soul. : 

At the same hospital a young Scotchman died, about whom I entertain the most pleasing recollect- 
ions. He retained a knowledge of the ‘“‘Assembly Catechism,’’ which I found most useful in un- 
folding to him the “‘story of the cross.”’ : : 

It was at the same hospital, that William Lawrence, referred to in my last annual report. He died 
January 15th, 1864. Dr. Anderson has made most honorable mention of this man on the 47th aud 
48th pages of his new work, ‘‘ The Hawaiian Islands.” 


Rexicious Seamen.—During the past year I have met with very many 
religious seamen. It does seem as if the number of pious seamen must be very 
much upon the increase. At our religious meetings, they have been more free 
to speak than formerly. Very seldom has there been the Sabbath when we 
have not had some religious seamen in port to take part in our meetings. 

In reviewing my labors at this station during the past twenty-two years, it Is 
among the pleasant incidents, that several, whom I have known as seamen, are 
now laboring as successful ministers of the gospel. Three belonging to this 
class, are now preaching in California. Two are in San Francisco. One of these 
is the valuable and useful Agent of the American Bible Society in that city. 


At a later date Mr. Damon writes.: 

- More than usual religious interest has been apparent in the Bethel congrega- 
tion of late. Our Sabbath services have been quite large. Our Sabbath School 
has much increased. The interest has been particularly apparent amore 
seamen at the United States Hospital and the seamen in port. J attende is 
prayer-meeting at the Home a few evenings since, which was uncommonly 
solemn and interesting. The number of those taking part In the exercises was 
unusually large. 
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A colored seaman belonging to an English ship in port, arose and said that 
he was ‘glad to be there.” He repeated the expression two or three times. 
He was a native of the West Indies. 

A Portugese who had been brought to a knowledge of the Saviour, by the 
careful reading of the Bible, spoke remarkably well, and testified of God’s 
wonderful love. : 

A German sailor belonging to the hospital, offered a prayer manifestly dic- 
tated by the Holy Spirit. O how feelingly he prayed that God would remem- 
ber his friends, and keep him in the right way. 

A man who had just arrived from California, spoke of God’s gracious deal- 
ings with him, testifying that for forty years he had found God a faithful and 
covenant keeping God. > 

Several others from various parts of the world, improved the opportunity 
to speak of God’s wonderful dealings with them. Some were recently con- 
verted, and most fervently did they exhort their shipmates to turn and live 
through God’s all abounding Sovereign grace. 

Our religious meetings among seamen have been more frequent of late, and 
they have been uncommonly interesting.” 


FUNERALS DURING 1864, From Unirep States Hospirat.—January 4th, Reuben, alias Newton 
Bennett, Cortlandt, N. Y., from ship ‘‘ Adaline; Jan. 7th, J. Amberg; Jan. 23d, Clark P. Nute ; 
Feb. 3d, Jesse L. Merrit, from St. Louis, Missouri; Feb 2d, William Hine; March 13th, Hezekiah 
Waters, colored seaman ; April 6th, Daniel Cunningham, bark ‘* Onward ;”? May 9th, George Wilson, 
alias Peter Holgerson, a Dine; May 12th, Horace Whipple, a Somoan native; May 25th, Thomas 
Finney, Brooklyn, N. Y., he died at Queen’s Hospital; Aug. 12th, Clinton Miller, Allentown, 
Pennsylvania; Aug. 17th, George Bruce, Aberdeen, Scotland, from Queen’s Hospital; October, 2d 
W. H. Brown, from Charlestown, Mass., James Jlood, Dundee, Scotland; Nov. 17th, Moses Denico, 
Kennebec, Maine, from Queen’s Hospital; Dec. 17th, Peter Esthlander of Finland, from Queen’s 
Hospital; Dec. 7th, Alexander McDuffie, New Hampshire, from Queen’s Hospital. 


Cost oF THIS CHAPLAINCY FoR 1864. 


Appropriation of American Seamen’s Friend Society, ‘ : $800.00 
Subscription by Bethel Congregation, . 5 : 2 : .  §26.00 
General Expenses of Bethel, c ; 5 : : : ; 199.95 
Cost of “The Friend ”———— : : : : : ‘i - 560.60 

$2,186.55. 


N. B.—About $300 of this amount by Masters and Seamen. 


During the past year, the members of the Bethel congregation have con- 
tributed for foreign missions, at the “Union Monthly Concert,” held at the 
Fort Street Church. 

Most liberal contributions have also heen made for the United States Sanitary 
and Christian Commission Association. For the latter, viz., the United States 
Christian Commission, the ladies of Honolulu held a Fair, which realized in 
gold, $2,795, and $2,540 after paying all expenses. This sum will probably 
amount to §5,500 in currency. Among the American portion of our Island 
community the tone of loyal sympathy is very high and healthy. 

Hoping and praying that prosperity may ever attend the efforts of the 


Parent Society in America, I remain, Your Chaplain, 
Honolulu, S. 1., 5th January, 1865. SamueL C. Damon. 
LAHAINA.— 


The Bethel and Parsonage are nearly all that remains of this 
once flourishing chaplaincy. 


Hito.—Rev. Tirus Coan, Missionary. 


From the following extract of a letter from Mr. Coan, dated 
November 2, 1864, it will be seen that a few whale ships still 
touch at this port, and all is done for their crews that can be done 
amidst the pressing labors of this indefatigable and devoted mis- 
sionary. 
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We try to do what we can for seamen who visit our port. Last Spring we 
had nearly twenty ships of the whaling fleet, besides men-of-war, &c. We now 
have whalers in port, our whole number up to this date being twelve. We 
may have eight or ten more before the season closes. 

Our labors for them are as heretofore. We devote all the time to this branch 
of duty which we can command,—always opening our doors and our hearts to 
all who will come to us. No little time is spent in personal conversation with 
masters, officers, and sailors, and we still furnish Bibles, Testaments, books, 
papers and tracts to all who will receive them. 

As the Israelites knew the heart of a stranger, so we know the heart of a 
sailor, and we feel an anxious desire to win him to a life of purity and peace 
and to the blessings of heaven. Some heed our counsels, and some are wild 
and reckless; but through the grace of God, no season passes without evidence 
that good is done. Bread cast on the waters is not all lost. Individuals come 
around us who give us joy by their apparent penitence and sincerity in listen- 
ing to the truth. Now and then a master is, as we trust, brought into the 
kingdom of Christ. We have a recent and an interesting example of this kind, 
of which we do not feel at liberty to speak freely now. Such cases cheer and 
encourage us—still, the masses of seamen are of difficult approach, and their 
lives afford little hope for their future salvation. 

I am beginning to divide up our large native church, and to introduce native 
pastors into the work. Should these pastors do well it will be a great comfort 
to me; but it will be some time before my own labors will be at all lessened 
For the present the process rather increases them.—Your’s in the eae 
. T. Coan. 


| 


PERU. 


@aLLao.—Rev. W. C. Murpuy, English Chaplain. 


During the year the Wheelwright Bethel has been erected at a 
cost, including land and erection of about $9,500, Peruvian money, 
of which $2,250, were loaned by this Society. The British Paci- 

| fic Mail Steamship Company, the English and American residents 

_ in Lima and Callao having contributed the balance. Mr. Wheel- 
wright having donated the frame of the Bethel at an expense to 

| himself of about $2,500. The whole cost is about $12,000. Mr. 

| Murphy and wife sent out by an English Missionary Society,» 
arrived at Callao in August 1864, and commenced his labors in *, 
_ this important field. He has congregations in the new Bethel, on 
the Sabbath varying from 75 to 150. He visits the shipping in 
the harbor and bestows considerable labors among seamen on ship-_ 
board. He meets with much encouragement, and cordial co- 
operation from the foreign residents—American and English. 


CuincHa ISLANDS.— —-. 

Nothing has been attempted at the Islands since Mr. Swaney 
left in 1862. os 
GHILI. 

VaLparaiso.—Rev. D. TRuMBULL, Pastor. 
Mr. James Muuusr, Bible Colporteur. 
Mr. Trumbull writes under date, December 16, 1864: “ We 
have had a good attendance of seamen at church of late—as many 
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as fifty at a time.” The principal labors among seamen, however, 
are performed by Mr. Muller, on shipboard, in the harbor, and in 
the hospitals. His journals give interesting instances of conver- 
sions under his faithful and earnest ministry. In one of his letters 
he says, “I feel sorry to mention, that Rev. ————, English 
Chaplain, stopped me by the door of the English Hospital, to 
enter into a room where ten men from on board of H. M. Naval 
ship T , are lying sick, and not to pray, neither to read the 
Word of God to them.” How long will these stupid, soul-destroy- ~ 
ing bigotries last ? 

We subjoin an extract from Mr. Trumbull’s report to the Val- 
paraiso Bible Society, of the labors of this missionary : 

*¢ Your Committee have again much pleasure in bearing their testimony to the 
faithful manner in which Mr. Muller has prosecuted his labors among the sick 
in the hospitals, and among sailors on board ships in the bay. He has during 
the year 1864, made 671 visits to ships, against 531 in 1863; to hospitals, 183 
against 114, and to families, 1537 against 1727. 

In all these labors he has had encouraging success. 

His journal abounds with instances in which on board ships his presence has 
been welcomed as one bearing glad tidings of great joy; and it is matter for 
gratitude that so many, among this neglected class of men, are willing and often 
anxious to listen to the voice of one calling them, from the vices and tempta- 
tions which beset their path, to the consideration of those things that concern 
the well being of their immortal souls. It ought to encourage to new efforts 


whereby this field may be more fully supplied with the means of grace than 
hitherto has been in the power of your Society to afford. g 

In the hospitals his labors have been eminently successful; there are several 
instances in which we are warranted in believing that his visits and prayers 
have been blessed as the means of conversion; and many, in which we have 
reason to hope that an influence for good has been imparted, which in the 
hand of God may lead to salvation. For the hospitals, as well as for sailors, he 
has been supplied with Bibles and Testaments which he has distributed free of 
charge to such as were not ina position to pay for them, and for which the 
Missionary Committee of the Union Sabbath Schools have paid. 


Burenos Ayres.—Rev. W. GoopreLitow, Missionary. 


Nothing has come to hand from Mr. Goodfellow since our last 
Report. ‘The ships lie at anchor from one to eight miles from 
shore; the crews are generally kept on board. A sailor mission- 
ary is greatly needed here with the facilities for reaching the ships 
and the seamen on board. Seats are set apart in Mr. Goodfellow’s 
church for officers, and such seamen as may be on shore, and at 
last accounts were generally well filled on theSabbath. The Board 


hope the day is not distant when an assistant will be sent out to 
Mr. Goodfellow. 


BRAZIL. 
Rio DE JANEIRO.— ; 


Still more seamen are accessible at this point, and much more 
easily reached. The foreign residents also are anxious for Bethel 


. in the city. We hope soon to re-occupy this old Chap 
aincy. 


Beene eee a Iie ae ee ee Tee Me ee ee 
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DOMESTIC OPERATIONS. 


CALIFORNIA. 
SAN Francisco.—Rev. Josepn Rows it, Chaplain. 
Mr. Joun B. Tuttocu, Satlor Missionary. 


The Report of last year mentioned a subscription started among 
sailors for the erection of a Bethel. That would have accom- 
plished the work in time, and would be an interesting fact to re- 
cord in the history of the work, “that sailors had built a Bethel 
for themselves.” But an exigency has arisen that requires haste, 
The piles on which the old Bethel was built, and “ which have 
endured the ravages of the Teredo much longer than is usual,” 
were giving away, and “one side of the Bethel was settling to- 
wards the water,” and the building dangerous, not only of access, 
but to the congregation in it. In a letter dated December 16, 
1864, Mr. R. makes an earnest: appeal for aid. The Board, at 
their meeting in January, 1865, voted an appropriation of $1,000, 
to complete the purchase of a lot and the erection of a new Bethel. 


The Pacific U. 8. Mail Steamship Company, whose President is well 


acquainted with the labors of this indefatigable chaplain, both at 
Panama and at San Francisco, on a similar appeal, have made a 
donation of $2,000 for the same object, besides giving $500 to- 
ward the current expenses of the chaplaincy. The thanks of the 
Board are due to this Company. The land and building is ex- 
pected to cost about $12,000. The enterprise should not fail for 
the want of means. 

Mr. J. B. Tulloch, who served the Society faithfully in its 
library and mission work for several months in New York, com- 
menced his missionary labors in this chaplaincy Sept. Ist, 1864, 
under very favorable auspices. Mr. and Mrs. Rowell have been 
recently greatly afflicted in the death of their eldest and second 
daughters. 

We subjoin the chaplain’s SeventH ANNUAL Report : 


Joy and sorrow struggle for the mastery in our hearts as we think that an- 
other year of labor and prayer for seamen has passed away ; joy for the precious 
blessings God has bestowed upon us and our work, and sorrow because we have 
not done more for Christ and souls. 

Our work is a peculiar one, inasmuch as the same hands are called to sowing 
and reaping at the same time, and all the time. Sailors, like the tides upon 
their own element, come and go, and they who would gather fruit of salvation 
among them, must watch for opportunities, and seize them as they offer, or 
rourn for them as lost forever. When they set foot on our shore, a few days 
only are given us in which to win them to Christ, and send them out as his 
missionaries on sea and land, and if this brief season be lost, it returns to us no 
more. And here appears the grand necessity for the Bethel and the Home. 
No church but one whose business is immediately with seamen can possibly. 
stand ready to lay hands on them when they land, and take quick hold upon 
their hearts, thus leading them to salvation. And if no Home offer them its 
friendly refuge, what can save them from the deadly gripe of that troop of 
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sharks of the land, that watch for their prey as eagerly and relentlessly as I 
have seen fifty sharks of the sea waiting and contending for the offal of a 
slaughter-house, but equally ready for the live dog or man that might fall in 
their way. Here also appears the cruel malignity of such men as the captain 
of a fine ship that was lately in our harbor, who persuaded his men to break their 
promise to go to the Home, and go instead to the rum boarding-houses. His 
excuse for such base conduct was, that when going to sea he could not get sailors 
from the Home. It is true that such men cannot steal or buy men from there, 
but for any honest work no house is better for owners, masters and men, 
than the Home. 

I pass to notice some prominent incidents and facts in our work for the year 
now past. 

OUR SPIRITUAL CONDITION. 


Our church has,never yet experienced a general and powerful revival of 
grace, but we are at no time without some tokens of the presence and work of — 
the Holy Spirit. Thus, during the past year, while no abundant shower of | 
grace has fallen, the gentle rain of the Spirit has not been withheld, and no 
month has passed without the manifestation of his awakening and converting 
power. At present the churches are more than usually revived, and cases of 
hopeful conversion are frequent. Our great want at present, next to the special 
work of the Spirit, is more reapers for our ripened harvest field. 


OUR NEW MISSIONARY. 


And this want God leaves not wholly unsupplied. During the last six 
months he has favored us with the faithful and efficient aid of a new missionary, | 
whose long and varied experience in similar work in England, India and New 
York, together with his natural abilities and deep experience of the grace of 
God, make him such a worker as our own field has peculiar need of. We thank 
God for sending to us unsought such a man for his work and ours. 


LACK OF LABORERS. 


‘ But our great want in this direction is that of a larger local laboring force in 
the church itself. Most of our members are wanderers, and from the very 
nature of their calling cannot be helpers in our local work. This drain upon 
our strength is very great. Almost every week we part with some, and once, 
within two or three days, we sent away religious seamen on five different ves- 
sels sailing North, South, West, and to Europe. | 

Now, while we recognize it as our proper work thus to send out our mis- 
sionaries upon all seas, and to all ports, and thank God for the power to do it, | 
we yet feel deeply our need of a larger local working force, to help to keep full 
the fountain, so largely drawn on for healing streams; what we need is that 
men and women, who love Christ enough to practice self-denial for his sake, 
having their homes upon the land, but their hearts with the men of the sea, 
ens come and join themselves with us, to labor heart and hand in this great 
work. 

THE CHIEF HINDRANCE. 


But the greatest obstacle to success in our work has long been the wretched 
condition of our house of worship. The street that leads to it has gradually 
gone to utter destruction, and the house is rapidly going after it. Out of 
sight, inaccessible, and most uncomfortable, it is a practical libel on the Chris- 
tian religion, and a standing reproach to the churches of San Francisco. It | 
forbids us to expect large gatherings of seamen, and half palsies our efforts to | 
save them when they do visit us. By the grace of God awakening the hearts 
of the people to liberality, we hope, on our next anniversary, to be praising his 
name for a new and inviting “ Beth-El,” where God shall indeed dwell, and | 
dispense grace to his people. ‘ 


CONVERSIONS AT SEA. 
One cheering fact that encourages our expectation of the speedy conversion | 
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of the seamen is, that God is blessing the use of ships’ libraries, tracts and 
Bibles, and the faithful efforts of our pious seamen to the conversion of many 
while still upon their voyages. As of old, when “the earth was without form 
and void,” “ the Spirit of God is moving upon the face of the deep,” bringing 
light out of darkness, order out of confusion, and life out of death. The past 
year has revealed much of this work of the Spirit. 


——~ 


THE WORK OF OUR CHURCH. 


The principle labors performed by our church areas follows: On the Sabbath, 
preaching, distribution of tracts, inviting strangers to our house of worship, and 
the Sabbath school. The school is flourishing, but we are compelled to borrow 
more than half our teachers from other churches. On both Sabbaths and week 
days, visits to sailors’ boarding-houses, and conversation with their inmates. 
These visits are generally kindly received, but sometimes received with gross 
insults and threats of violence from rum-selling landlords. 

On weck-days personal labors among seamen wherever they may be found, 
on ship or shore. 

From one to seyen evening meetings for worship are held each week. 

While the fleet of whalers was in port brother Gulick held in the church a 
Sabbath preaching service, with the Sandwich Island sailors, in their own 
language. 

Feeling that none have a deeper interest than sailors in the great work of 
converting the heathen world to God, and this because of the special agency he 


_ has assigned to them in this work, we now unite with the multitude of Chris- 


tians in many lands who observe the monthly concert of prayer for this object. 

The United States Marine Hospital still offers us a most hopeful field for ex- 
tensive labor in preaching the gospel and distribution of tracts upon the Sab- 
baths, and during the week for all the personal conversation with the patients 
which the Chaplain and Missionary can find time for. Many cases of great in- 
terest occur there of which it would be pleasant to speak and hear had we now 
time to tell of them; boys, with hearts still tender, pining and longing for 
home and friends, clutch eagerly at the hand and heart of sympathy ; young 
men, shamed and anguished at their first experience of the bitter fruits of sin, 
respond earnestly to exhortations to repentance; and some hardened and 
hoary sinners, whom pious mothers’ prayers have followed long and weary 
years, bow in contrition and faith at the feet of Jesus. Some of these have 
gone out to live Christian lives in this wicked world, and some have gone down 
to death praising God for salvation. 

Sometimes also we mourn and shudder to see both young men and old re- 
fusing to own themselves sinners, and defying the wrath of God as they sink, 
with cursing and blasphemy, into the arms of inexorable death. 


HOPEFUL CONVERSIONS. . 


As to the conversion of sinners to God, many of those who give some evi- 
dence of the new birth go to sea before they have time to prove their faith by 
their works, and others die soon after indulging hope in Christ. But we in- 
dulge a cheerful hope for more than thirty souls, that they have passed from 
death to life during the past year. We have also held earnest conversation 
with hundreds of serious inquirers, with what effect we cannot know till the 
judgment day shall reveal all secrets. 


SPECIAL LABORS OF CHAPLAIN. 


A partial list of the labors of the chaplain is as follows: Sermons preached, 
104; religious lectures delivered, 91; other public addresses, 23 ; funerals at- 
tended, 12; visits to vessels in port, 355; to the Hospital, 89 ; pastoral 316; 
to boarding-houses, 327; to the Sabbath school, 43; on official business, 1,878 ; 
prayer-meetings attended, 369; other religious meetings, 61. Persons calling 
for religious conversation, 442; articles written for publication, 14; letters 
written, 98; lettersreceived, 111; distributed of Bibles, 200; New Testaments, 
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215; of tracts, 133,364 pages; conversations regarding the salvation of the soul, 
2,236. The necessity that all the while rests upon me for caring for the sec- 
ular interests of our work greatly curtails my direct labors for the souls of sinners. 


A GREAT AND BLESSED WORK. 


And now, in concluding this Report, I desire to thank God that he has called 
me to just this work. It is a blessed work, full of present labors, precious re- 
sults, and glorious promise. I would not exchange it for any other. I desire 
no happier task on earth than this of winning sailors to love our Lord Jesus, 
and no higher honor in heaven than to go with a great company of these to cast 


our crowns at the Saviour’s feet, and with them sing his love forever. ) 
J. ROWELL, Chaplain. 


Tee 


SOUTHERN STATES, 
Rev. P. Boveuton, Southern Sec’y. 

As stated in the Report of last year, Mr. Boughton was ap- 
pointed to superintend, and also perform missionary work on this 
extensive field, especially among seamen of the Navy during the 
war ; and to prepare the way for resucitating Bethel operations 
again among merchant seamen, when commerce shall have re- 
turned to rebuild and re-enrich those desolated Southern cities. 
The expense of the work will necessarily for some time devolve on 
this Society. 

Mr. Boughton commenced his missionary labors in New Orleans 
early in December, 1863, continued till late in June, 1864, when 
he was laid aside by ill-health till about January, 1865. He em- 
, ployed in his place in New Orleans Rev. R. K. Diossy, whom he 
found laboring under the Christian Commission. 

Mr. Boughton commenced labor again in the Navy Yard and 
Naval Hospital in Washington early in January. Rev. J. C. 
Bass was sent to his assistance about the middle of February, 
since which Mr. Boughton has visited the Naval Stations at Inue- 
goes, Md., Alexandria, Point Lookout, City Point, Jones’ Land- 
ing, Aikens’ Landing, Dutch Gap, Richmond, Norfolk, Ports- 
mouth, and Fortress Monroe, Va., and performed much missionary 
labor among the crews of United States vessels. ‘ At Inuegoes 
he preached two Sabbaths on ship-board to large and attentive 
audiences of seamen, who had not heard a sermon since the place 
had become a naval rendezvous. Several ladies and gentlemen 
from shore also attended the services.” After the surrender of 
Richmond he called Mr, Bass to labor among the fleet accumulated 
at Point Lookout, 

In his missionary labors of four months duration he has 
preached on ship-board and in the hospitals, often to congregations 
deeply interested and solemn, had personal religious conversation 
with many, supplied with packages of religious reading 219 United 
States vessels of war and transports, besides distributing 73,262 
pages of tracts, and placing on board twelve of our loan libraries, 
consisting of about 540 volumes. 
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At Jones’ Landing he found Rev. L. H. Pease laboring gratuit- 
ously, under a commission of the United States Christian Gom- 


mission, and speaks highly of his zeal, efficiency, and accentable- 


ness to officers and men. He will labor for a time with Mr. Bass 
at City Point. 


Wasuineton Navy Yarp anp Hospiuan— Rev. J. G. Bass, 
Chaplain. 


Mr. Bass commenced his labors here Feb. 16,1865. They have 
been principally devoted to naval seamen, though he has given a 
part of each week to merchant seamen in the large fleet of small 
vessels in port, and found it a very interesting and inviting field. 
We have received a very full report of his labors daily up to 
March 28th. During the forty-three days, he has preached on 
gunboats, and in the hospital 15 times, attended 3 funerals, 
prayed at the bed-side of the sick 19 times, written 9 letters for 
the sick to friends, distributed 165 Testaments, 95 hymn-bodks, 
644 soldiers’ books, 12,256 pages of tracts, 1,402 papers, and 20 
spelling books, baptized one in the hospital on profession of his 


faith, and is encouraged to hope that a few others have been con- 


verted in the hospital. He left here at tne request of Mr. Bough- 
ton about the Ist of April, to labor at City Point. 

To show the earnest zeal and spirit of this devoted laborer, we 
subjoin a brief extract from his report : 


In the Navy Yard is a large “loft,” in which are put the ‘“ new recruits” 
and unassigned sailors. The number here from time to time varies from twenty 
to one hundred and fifty. A hospital is also attached to the loft. I devote a 
portion of every second day to this loft and hospital for the same purposes for 
which I visit the vessels. Here I have met many subjects of “ Divine grace,” 
and have had sweet communion with many of the “precious sons of Zion.” In 
this department I held a service of interest, and I hope of profit, on last Sun- 
day afternoon. One of our noble men, a returned prisoner, who had been the 
victim of rebel barbarity in cruel suffering and starvation had died, and we 
were gathered to pay the last tribute of respect toa deceased patriot, and to 
improve the occasion to our good. The congregation consisted of nearly two 
hundred sailors. The services were solemn and impressive. I was assisted by 
Rey. Mr. Hopkins of the Christian Commission. In the hospital are eight more 
men very sick from exposure and starvation while prisoners in the hands of the 
rebels. In the Marine Barracks and Hospital, with a garison of over two hun- 
dred men and twenty boys, I circulate religious reading, but am unable to have 
any religious services, except at the bedsides of the sick in the hospital. I 
think I am exerting a good influence over the men, and particularly so over the 
boys, who have entered into a pledge with me “that they will use no bad lan- 
guage, drink no liquor, and read carefully the good books and papers I give them. 


New Orieans.—Rev. R. K. Diossy, Chaplain. 

Mr. Diossy commenced his labors for the Society on the Ist of 
June, 1864, and continued till the Ist of March, 1865. During 
this time he served both this Society and the United States Chris- 
tian Commission. On his resignation the Christian Commission 
appointed to the station the Rev. L. D, Watson. 


e 
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Mr. Diossy’s labors have been extended to the Western Gulf 
Blockading Squadron, consisting at the time, of over seventy U.S. 
vessels, frigates, sloops, gunboats, iron-clads, tin-clads and mon- 
itors. He corresponded quite extensively with the commanders of | 
the vessels in Texas, at Pensacola, in Mobile Bay, in the Lake, 
and rivers and bayous, and furnished to the crews large amounts 
of reading matter. During the six months from September to 
February inclusive, the only months fully reported, he has sent to 
vessels in different parts of the squadron 250 packages, consisting 
of 32,176 papers and periodicals, 86 Bibles, 681 Testaments, 249 
Hymn-books, 589 school and library books, 88 Prayer books, 230 
almanacs, and 10,450 pages of tracts. He has placed on board 
twelve of our libraries, consisting of about 550 volumes. He has 
preached frequently to the crews of different vessels, often the first 
sermon they had heard during the war, and has been uniformly 
welgbmed and kindly treated both by officers and men. He has 
bestowed also much labor on the sick in the hospitals in New 
Orleans, preached to them in public, and from cot to cot. He 
mentions some cases of deep religious interest among the sick and 

ying. 

It is seed cast upon the waters : eternity alone can exhibit the 

harvest. STE 
NEW YORK CITY. 

Rev. OLA HELLAND, 
Mr. Joun Byrne, Missionaries. 
Mr. Prince LOvERiIDGE, 


Mr. Helland still continues his missionary labors under the 
direction of the Board, in connection with the City Tract Society. 
He visits vessels in port, and Sailor Boarding-houses, to find suit- 
able men to take charge of our loan libraries at sea. This gives 
him ready access to seamen for tract distribution and for mission- 
ary work. In addition to this work in New York, he preaches 
regularly, Sabbath afternoons, in a small hall in South Brooklyn, 
in the Norwegian language, where there has been much religious 
interest, and several hopeful conversions, most of them Scandina- 
vian seamen. We give a brief extract from his last Annual 
Report : 

During the year we have shipped 168 libraries, distributed 57 books in the 
Scandinavian languages, most of them donated by the American Tract Society, 
20 Bibles, and 150 Testaments, given by the New York Bible Society, and 
157,492 pages of Tracts, also Sartors’ Magazines, SEAMEN’s FrixEnps, and other 
religious reading matter, without count. I have held 103 religious meetings. 
Some of the results have been reported from time to time. Over 250 at these 
meetings, most of them seamen, have manifested a desire for salvation, by 
rising or coming forward for prayers, a few of the number probably twice or 
thrice. We can only report 17 conversions, from the fact that nearly all are 
foreigners, belonging to foreign vessels. We hope to have good news from 
some, but, most we shall never see or hear of in this world. In closing this 
Report, permit me to say, that the last year has been the happiest year of my 
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life. because I have seen so many souls brought to the Saviour, and that is 
worth living for. To God be all the praise. 
Ova Hevianp, Seamen’s Missionary. 
New York, April 15, 1865. 


Mr. John Byrne has labored through the year under the patron- 
age of this Society, and a few gentlemen connected with the Epis- 
copal Mission to seamen in this port. He has assisted Mr. Hel- 
land both in the library and missionary work, His spirit, zeal, 
and success are best Jearned from the following extracts from his 
Annual Report : 

New York, April, 1865. 

‘Through the year I have been enabled, with few exceptions, to make visits 
daily to our Sailor’s Home, Cherry street, where I can converse with the board- 
ers on their etcrnal interests, and supply them with good reading. 

T extend my visits to Seamen’s Boarding-houses generally, and daily reach a 
large number with the truth. 

ft have visited a large number of vessels on the Hast River, and conversed 
with officers and men, and distributed a large amount of Tracts, Sartors’ Ma- 
GAZINES, and other good reading, at the same time finding suitable persons to 
take charge of your libraries, and have aided Mr. Helland in this part of the 
good work. 

- Made a few visits to naval vessels and receiving ships of the navy, in Brook- 
lyn, always carrying a large supply of good reading. I have visited several 
times the Seamen’s Retreat, and City Hospital, and I trust with some profit. 

Merrines.—I have taken part in the exercises at the Prayer Meetings at 
the Sailors’ Home, 190 Cherry Street, where I also lead the Praises. These 
meetings have always filled my heart with joy. A heavenly influence always 
marked this blessed hour, when the sons of the ocean spoke from the abund- 
ance of their hearts of Jesus dying love. During the year I have been present 
at, I think, 92 meetings on Saturday and Monday evenings. 

On Wednesday night, for several months past, I have taken part in the meet- 
ing held in President street, Brooklyn, by Rey. Mr. Helland, and surely it has 
_ been, on each occasion, a season of joy to my own soul to hear those young 
Christians in their broken English stand up for Jesus. 

T have visited and given temporary relief to over one hundred families of sea- 
men and landsmen through the aid of kind Christian gentlemen, and the S. F. 
Society. Poor widows and orphan children of seamen have thus been relieved 
_ from hunger. I have got many of those suffering ones to attend the means of 
grace, and afew, I trust, have given their hearts to God. I have collected money 
to send two poor afflicted persons to their friends in Europe. 

My Sabbaths are mostly devoted in visiting the shipping and boarding-houses, 
inviting the sailors to our services in the Floating Church, foot of Pike street, 
where the Lord has graciously visited us, and the year added to our numbers 
several whom I trust are enjoying in a sweet sense, God’s pardoning love. It 
is still my desire to labor on in the glorious work, until I am called to see the 
Master whose cause is dear to my heart, who found me on the ocean a stranger 


wandering from the fold of God.—Respectfully submitted.” 
Joun Byrne. 


Mr. Prince Loveridge, a colored missionary, labors among colored 
seamen in port, receiving a small monthly allowance towards his 
support. He visits this class of seamen in the hospital, at their 
boarding-houses, and wherever he can reach and benefit them. 
About 3000 colored seamen sail out of the port of New York. We 
subjoin a brief extract from his Annual Report : 
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Your Colporteur and Missionary gathers up his Bibles, Prayer-books, Testa- 
ments and Tracts, and goes from ship to ship, from boarding-house to boarding- 
house, and from hospital to hospital, where he’ has distributed during the year, 
37 Bibles, 40 Prayer-books, 36 Testaments, and about 18,000 pages of tracts, 
besides 50 of the Mission Service, and 100 copies of the Sartors’ MaGazINe | 
and Lire Boar. Our average number in the hospital is forty-five. 
Among these prostrate men, the scenes I have witnessed are various, often 
exciting. Some have died as they have lived, without Christ. Others have 
found at this trying hour, Jesus, precious to their souls. Individual instances 
might be mentioned of several who have come to a peaceful end. : 

In closing this report, I am happy to relate, that among all our colored sailor 
boarding houses, only one has a bar. I have known the time when all, with 
the exception of Wm. P. Powell, kept accommodations for rum drinking. _ 
Mr. Powell, the pioneer of temperance among the colored boarding houses, will 
soon see that his example will work a successful reform.” 

Respectfully yours, 
Prince LoveripcGe, Missionary to Colored Seamen. 


Sartors’ Home.—Mr. Joun H. Cassipy, Superintendent. 


The number of borders received from May Ist, 1864, to May Ist, 
1865, at the Home, is 2,794, making the total number since the 
Home was opened,—twenty-three years,—69,084. Boarders have 
deposited in the hands of the Superintendent for safe keeping, 
$68,061, of which $34,169 have been deposited in savings banks, 
and $27,632 sent to relations at home. The number who have 
shipped from the Home during the year without advance wages, 
is 831, making for the last three years, 2,180. For the religious 
influence and spirit of the Institution, we call attention to an 
extract from Mr. Cassidy’s Tairp ANNUAL REpoRT. 

“This is my Third Annual Report, which it has pleased our Divine Master 
to spare me to lay before you, in which I hope I can say, I have tried to be 
faithful to the trust you have reposed in me; and [I also hope, I have labored 


with an eye, single to Him, who shall call me to give account of my stewardship, 
and that my work has not been for nought. 

Christ has been first and last, morning and night, since I have taken charge 
of your Home. This year, we have had thirty-three come out on the Lord’s sido, 
and have taken a decided stand for Christ, and are now living for His glory. 
Many more have earnestly asked to be remembered at the hour of prayer; the 
seed of gospel truth has found a lodgement in their hearts, and will spring up 
in God’s time and place. 

Oh yes, let me say, if there is one spot on earth that yields more fruit for 
the Master than an other, is it not, where these men who go down to the sea 
in ships, have been brought under the influence of the gospel, and again sent 
out to tell what great things He has done for them.” 


ConoreD Sartors’ Home.—Mr. Wm. P. Powe 1, Superintendent. 


This Home has been in successful operation since its restoration 
after the July riots of last year. We subjoin Mr. Powell’s 


AnnuaL Report. 


“ Five hundred and twenty-six borders were received at the Home during the 
year, making 1,449 who have boarded at the home, within thirty month’s of 
the actual working time since September, 1862. 


Thirty shipwrecked and destitute seamen were received and assisted until 
they could become self-supporting. 
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The American Seamens? Protective Union Association continues to hold its weekly 
prayer-meeting, and for other business, and is gradually growing into favor. 


_. It has already given evidence of its usefulness, in appointing Mr. Loveridge, one 


of its members, Chaplain, who is doing a good work. He visits seamen in their 
boarding houses, distributes among them Bibles, tracts and prayer books, and 
also visits the sick and dying in the various hospitals, administering to their 


‘spiritual and temporal welfare. This humble mission has grown up to so much 


importance by God’s blessing, that the Society deeming Mr. Loveridge a 
faithful christian laborer among colored seamen, have recommended him as a fit 
and proper candidate for Deacon’s orders, in the Episcopal Church.” 


Brooxtyn.—Rev. E. O. Barus, Missionary. 


Mr. Bates has devoted most of his labors the past year, to the 
thousands of seamen in the Navy Yard. It is the largest field in 
the country for an extensive influence on our Naval seamen. He 
has also bestowed considerable labor on seamen and boatmen, 
especially on the Sabbath, in South Brooklyn, where a good 
nucleus is established for a Bethel congregation, and where as 
shown both by Mr. Helland’s and Mr. Bates’ reports, a commodious 
Bethel is imperatively needed. 

How faithfully and well Mr. Bates has cultivated this field is 


best shown by his Torro AnNuAL Report. 


Navy Yarp. 


“This part of our field of labor requires the greatest portion of my time and efforts. During the 
year the number of Naval vessels has largely increased, and with the increase of ships we havea 


- large addition of men and boys to man them. They need encouragement; not by word only, but in 


deed. In connection with personal effert, I have placed on board of each vessel leaving this station 
one or more of your valuable ships’ libraries, for which officers and seamen have expressed their grati- 
tude. We have heard from a number of officers who Lave charge of the libraries. From library 
No. 1171, a letter dated at sea, says: ‘Quite often as I walk forward I find one of the books in this 
or that man’s hand, and we hail it as a most favorable sign, that the inquiry is frequent: why cannot 
we have a Chaplain on board, or a schoolmaster to give the men religious instruction? Why should 
our moral and religious necessitiesbe overlooked by the Government?’ Another from the West India 
station writes: ‘‘The books of libraries 960 and 961 are read with interest. At times nearly every 
volume is out, and soon as returned they are asked for again. ‘They are producing a good result 
among us.”’ Nos. 752 and 753, the officer writes, ‘‘we have two church members in our ship’s crew, 
to them, the books are like a spring of cold water in a thirsty land. We are few innumber who love 


~ our Saviour, but by the grace of God our number can be increased. Let us hope that more will drink 


from this pure perennial well of living water, and that a little leaven may leaven the whole ship’s 
company. Many seek for books to pass away the time, others read with attention End igerfoucnees. 
Another writes: ‘There is achange for the better among the crew of this ship. I attribute it to t e 
reading of the libraries which you placed on our ship.” Similiar testimonies are received from pened 
ships, and should be a source of encouragement to continue in this good work, the results of whic 


will be cnly known in eternity. Through this instrumentality a number have been led to the 


Saviour. We continue to receive aid from the officers of vessels, and also those in the yard, in our 
efforts to benefit our noble seamen. ; t ; 

During the year I have placed 130 more of your valuable libraries on board of _ United pee 
Naval vessels, and those in Government employ; besides three in the merchant service. Also Ses 
12 to New Orleans, and 12 to Fortress Monroe, making in all for the year, 157. Also, over 
Magazines, Friends and Life Boats. at i 

We have farceshed over 100,000 periodicals from the Brooklyn and Long Island Christian ice 
Mission. From Boston Tract Society, over 30,000. 7,000 Bibles and Testaments from the a a i 
Bible Society, to the crews of over 350 United States Naval vessels, consisting of over oe 
This good seed so extensively sown, we trust will produce a rich harvest of precious souls, gather 
into the garner of Christ. In connection with our 

Mission Hatt, Sovrm Brooxriyn, #5 
i i isiti i i isitine canal boats and 
f nsiderable labor in visiting the sick, attending funerals and visiting. ne be : 
elont vasselai Religious services are held regularly each Sabbath. Preaching in Hagen ae 
A. M.,and71-2 P.M. At31-4P.M., by brother Helland, in the Norwegian ba? aries 
meetings Monday and Wednesday evenings. There has been and still is a good re oor Gea 
among our Norwegian friends. A number have been converted, and others are still a oe, bapticed 
Our Sabbath School, consisting of nearly 200 scholars on the list, is in a good sree oe eet 
32 children during the year. ‘his is an important field of labor. I feel an mnie in Reese 
am thankful that so much is done by the American Seamens’ Friend Society, at home a ’ 
the conyersion of the multitudes whose business is on the water. ~ 
Yours, in Christian bonds, A aaa 
Brooklyn, April 26th, 1865- sane 
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THIRTY-SEVENTH ANNIVERSARY, 


Ture American Seamens’ Frienp Soctrery, celebrated its Turrty-SevenTH 
Annual meeting, at Irving Hall, New York, May 8th, 1865, Wm. A. Booth, on 
President, in the chair. Rev. Dr. A, Peters opened the meeting with prayer. 
The hymn, “ Roll on the Joyful Day,” was sung, led by Lucius Hart, Esq,—tune_ 
America. : 

The President, in a few remarks congratulated the Society on its pros- 
perous condition, especially in its finances, notwithstanding the four year’s 
war and derangement of commerce. , 

An abstract of the report of the Trustees was presented by Rev. H. Loomis, 
Corresponding Secretary. 4 ‘ 

Rev. J. E. Rockwell, D.D., Brooklyn, N. Y., moved its adoption and 
that it be printed under the direction of the Board, sustaining the motion by 
an able and interesting address. It was seconded by General Wm. Williams, 
Norwich, Conn., and passed unanimously. 

The hymn “O where are Kings and Empires now ?” was sung,—tune, Heber. 

Rey. S. Bonhomme, Secretary of the Pennsylvania Branch of the Society, 
addressed the meeting. i on 

Rev. Mr. Broady of Sweden, also made an address, giving a description of 
the religious state of-his native country, and the wonderful success of this 
Society’s sailor missionaries. ] 

The closing address was made by Rev. Geo. J. Mingins, of the United States 
Christian Commission, which held the audience in close and interested atten- 
tion to a late hour. 

After the Doxology, “ Praise God, from whom all blessings flow!” and the 
Benediction, by Rey. J. Bass, the Society’s missionary to Naval seamen; the 


Society was called to order, and one class of Trustees elected for three years 
ensuing, consisting of 


Rev. J. E. Rocxwett, Carr. N. Brices, 

Capt. AMBRosE Snow, Rey. N. E. Smirs, 

H. Dotiwer, Esa., James W. Erwert, Esea., 
J. L. Pueprs, M. D., L. P. Husparp, Ese. 


The Third Article of the Constitution was so amended as to constitute 
annual memberships, by the payment of $5; life memberships, by $380, and life 
Directorships, by $100, instead of respectively $2, $20 and $50 as heretofore. 

A vote of thanks to the musicians and speakers was passed, and the Society 
adjourned. ; 

The evening was rainy, the audience consequently not large, but the services 
were of unusual interest.. 
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VALUABLE TESTIMONIAL. 


Such a testimonial as the following, from one of the leading spirits in our 
Navy is encouraging to the friends of seamen. 
Brevoort Houss, May 11th, 18665. 
Dear Sir, 

Your invitation to be present at the Thirty-seventh Anniversary of the 
American Seamens’ Friend Society only reached me this morning, owing to its 
having been mis-sent to Hastings; and although I could not flatter myself that 
any thing I could say would have added to the success of your meeting, still it 
would have given me great pleasure to have been present on so interesting an 
occasion, as your Society has my sympathies and best wishes. I only regret, 
it is not in my power to be so useful a member of your Society as the “ lamented 
Foote,” whose peculiar abilities and religious character made him so eminent 
on all such occasions. 

Very respectfully and truly, 


D. G. Farragut, Vice Admiral. 
Rey. H, Loomis, Corresponding Secretary of Seamens’ Friend Society. 
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Segar Smokers, 


I po not suppose that the boys who 


‘read the Lirr-Boar smoke segars. I 


do not believe they are so foolish, but 
where I live, I often see little ragged 
bare-footed boys with segars in their 
mouths, strutting about as if they 
thought that was genteel. I do not 
suppose either, that boys who do 
smoke, know much about arithmetic 
or any other science 3; but I want the 
boys who read the Lirz-Boat, and who 
study arithmetic, to work out and 
send me an answer to the following 
problem or question. I want it work- 
ed out for the smoking boys who 
don’t know arithmetic. I may print 
some of your letters containing the 
answers. ‘This is the 
PROBLEM. 


If a boy at twelve years old begins to 
smoke one cigar a day, costing ten 
cents, for the first year, two a day for 
the second year, three a day for the 
third year, four a day for the fourth 
year, and then fowr a day onward for 
aseries of years; then cast the in- 
terest on the cost, at 7 per cent., 
compounding the interest each year, 
but only adding the cost of cigars for 
each year to the principal, at the end 
of the year, how old will he be when 
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he has smoked himself out of a house, 
or the value of one, worth$ 2,222.39, 
supposing he sees his folly and leaves 
off smoking the last year? 
———__—<> <> ___—_ 


Library Reports, | 


THE CAPTAIN THAT DIDN’T WANT A 
LIBRARY, 


A letter was received from a gentle- 
man, wishing ‘to know if one of our 
libraries was on board a certain ship 
soon to sail from New York, as a boy, 
a dear relative of his, was going in 
her. 

Istepped on board the ship,and hand- 
ed the letter to the captain, both as 
an introduction of myself and the sub- 
ject. He sat in the spacious cabin of 
one of our finest clipper ships. He 
read the letter, and in a gruff voice 
said: “I wonder if they think their 
boy has nothing to do but to read?” 
After my reply, he said: “I have no 
sympathy for sailors; they are a 
worthless set of fellows ; you cannot 
reform them.” After some further 
conversation, trying in vain to find 
the right side of the Captain, I return- 
ed to the office and wrote the gentle- 
man we should not put a library on 
that ship; and, judging from one In- 
terview—the only acquaintance I had 
with the Oaptain—I should not send 
a son of mine to sea under his com- 
mand. 

A few months after the following 
was clipped from a daily paper rela- 
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tive to the same ship and captain. 
We understand the result of the last 
trial was his imprisonment for six 
months in the common jail of San 
Francisco : 

“ ALLEGED INHUMAN TREATMENT 
or SEAMEN—HXTRAORDINARY SCENES 
on Surppoarp. — Acting boatswains 
Henry Howard and William Ross, of 
the ship G R , have been un- 
der examination at San Francisco for 
alleged inhuman treatment of the 
crew of the said vessel, some of them 
said to be from this city, during the 
voyage from New York to San Fran- 
cisce. One man, it was stated, would 
be required to go aloft, and out on the 
yard arm, and there crow like a cock. 
A Portuguese sailor, who was a Catho- 
lic, was required to go down on his 
knees on deck, and read his prayers, 
while a colored sailor was compelled 
to stand by and crow at every pause, 
while the officers stood by and accom- 
panied the performance with gibes and 
obscene jests. Beating,kicking, curses, 
and these extra-nautical performances 
appear to have been the order of the 
day. One of the ridiculous things, ac- 
cording to the men, they were requir- 
ed to perform was, they would be call- 
ed up on deck at night, one sent aloft 
and required to crow, and then cry 
out, ‘Thank God that I am on the 
ship G R ? while those on 
deck were compelled to respond 
‘ Amen.’ The complainants also allege 
that they were only allowed two 
hours sleep out of the twenty-four. 
The defendants were bound over for 
their appearance at the U. 8. District 
Court for trial. The first and second 
mates of the ship cannot be found. 


THE CAPTAIN THAT DID WANT A 
LIBRARY. 


He returned No. 675 with the fol- 
lowing letter, and took No. 1478: 


New York, April 8, 1865. 


To the American Seamen’s Friend 
Society : 

Dear Sir—The library No. 675 which 
was put on board my vessel last Octo- 
ber, when bound from this port to the 
Mediterranean, has been read by all 
on board with much earnestness, and 
I think has been the means of doing a 
great deal of good. 
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As for myself, I feel that it has been 
the means of bringing me to Christ, the 
Saviour of all those who diligently 
seek him, and may God ever bless the 
good work of the A. S. F.S. is my 
earnest prayer. 

Yours, respectfully, S.E.F. | 
Master, Bark W—_. 


A CAPTAIN’S TESTIMONY. 


No. 1445.—I thank you very much 
for the library. Ihave looked it over, 
and find a very interesting selection 
of books. I shall take great pleasure 
in reading them myself. 

The men seem eager to get them, | 
and some of them seem much more 
sober and thoughtful since reading 
them. I think the libraries are a very 
great blessing to sailors. The one 
which I had on my last voyage to San 
Francisco (No. 668) was read a great 
deal, and though there were no con- 
versions, yet the books had a great in- 
fluence over the men, and morally did 
much good. 

God bless your noble Society, and 
put it into the hearts of those who 
have the means, to uphold it and help 
on the good work! My home has 
been on the sea for nearly eleven 
years, and I feel interested in any- 
thing which tends to improve the 
sailors morally or spiritually, and from. 
this time forth I mean to give a year- 
ly contribution. 

That the God of the sailor will 
prosper you in every good work, and 
make your Society the means of bring- 
ing many sailors to Christ, is the 
prayer of your true friend and brother 
in Christ, B. M. W. 


U. 8.8. Lackawanna, 
Mobile Bay, Sept. 10, 1864. 

Dear Sirs :—Your letter of the 24th 
ult., concerning loan libraries No. 943 
and No. 947, &e., is received, and I 
am deputed by Mr. Fulton to reply to 
it. 

It is with exceeding great pleasure 
I have to assure you of the priceless 
value of the reading matter contained 
in the libraries, equally suitable to 
everybody on ship-board. The selec- 
tions are only exceeded by the nberdl 
contributions of our friends and pa- 
trons, who take such a lively interest | 
in the sailor. “4 
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~~ The books are being continually 
read by officers and crew, our captain 
taking quite an interest in them. 
__ The greater portion of our crew 
have gone home—that is, of our orig- 
inal crew; but we have many anxious 
and inquiring souls aboard still, who 
manifest great concern in the one 
thing needful, and, notwithstanding 
our late busy times down here, their 
zeal in their spiritual welfare I truly 
think has not abated. 

Among the number of our killed in 
our late engagements was a very wor- 
thy young man from New York city, 
by the name of Fivey ; and, if it isa 
consolation to know—which it cer- 
tainly must be—our friends and pa- 
trons may have that, having been in- 
strumental in bringing this one soul to 
Christ, and providing for him an ever- 
lasting habitation in the New Jeru- 
salem. 

“ Grateful” is well pleased to find 
his remittances arrive safely, and de- 
' sires to return his thanks for your ac- 
ceptance and disposal of his tithes in 
the good cause. 

I beg to assure you of my very high 
esteem, and remain 

Yours, very truly, 
Jno. G. Foster, 
Gunner U.S.N. 


U.S. S. Mempuis, 
New York Navy-yard, 
March 8, 1865. 
No. 384.—My ship is going out of 
~ commission to-day. I return you the 
library, and many thanks for the 
books, tracts, writing material, &c., 
which you so kindly forwarded to me 
throughout the cruise of thirty months, 
being continually on activeservice. I 
had but little time to use them my- 
self, but they were always thankfully 
received by the crew. The reading 
matter suited all classes, and now, 
dear sir, accept my thanks on behalf 
of the gunboat ‘‘ Memphis.” 
Very respectfully, 
Joun B. Cuixps, 


Rey. Mr. Bares. Ez. Officer. 


NAVAL COMMANDERS TESTIMONY. 
U.S. Str. N L 

The American Seamen’s Friend So- 
ciety’s loan library No. 949 was receiv- 
ed through the kindness of their 
Southern secretary, Rev. P. Bough- 


> 
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ton, whose uniform courtesy, kindness 
and attention, I beg leave most re- 
spectfully to acknowledge. It is in 
good preservation, but has been very 
much used by both officers and men 
with pleasure and profit ; and I know 
that we all feel heartily grateful that 
such an institution as the American 
Seamen’s Friend Society has been so 
successfully established, and has been 
the means of doing so much good. 
Among the many practical results 
ever flowing from the exertions of its 
offices, this one of loaning libraries to 
that class of our fellow citizens whose 
business or duty compels them to sacri- 
fice a great many privileges, none, in 
‘my opinion, has contributed more, and 
by the blessing of Divine Providence, 
will continue to contribute more than 
this portion of its work of world-wide 
philanthropy. 

The life of a blockader is, from a 
variety of causes, exceedingly tedious, 
and anything that tends to relieve the 
mind from this great pressure, is most 
truly a blessing. 

My officers and crew join me in ac- 
knowledging our heartfelt obligations. 


U.S. Srr. Suseuenanna, 
New York, April 5, 1865. 
My dear Bro. Bates : 

Permit me to return my most sin- 
cere thanks for the very valuable libra- 
ries you have put on board our ship. 
They are read and re-read by the hun- 
dreds of men on board with.an inter- 
est and relish that would cheer the 
hearts and strengthen the hands of 
those who have provided the means to 
furnish them, could they but see them 
—now in some retired nook or corner, 
now in groups, with one in the centre 
reading audibly to the rest. The only 
drawback is the reatly small supply, 
although comparatively very liberal. 
For three years’ reading by several 
hundred men no very moderate sup- 
ply of books and papers is adequate. 
If not so occupied they will find some 
dark hole or corner in which to pass 
the time in gambling or other vice. 

Continue the good work. “‘ Be not 
weary in well doing,” and many an 
earnest-hearted sailor will pray Heay- 
en’s smiles and favor to rest upon you. 

Fraternally and truly, 
J. D. BENGLEss, 
Chaplain U, 8. S. Susquehanna. 
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BLUE-JACKETS’ PRAYER-MEETING IN 
THE CABIN. 


No. 419.—Capt. Bartlett, the vet- 
eran sailor missionary in Boston, often 
sends us letters which he receives 
from pious sailors, and which we often 
publish in the Lrre-Boar ‘without 
using his name. Among others which 
we have to thank him for, is one from 
a pious surgeon’s steward ona U.S. 
guuboat, who has charge of our library 
No. 419. At the commencement of 
his voyage he writes as follows : 

‘“« Sunday morning we were all call- 
ed to muster, after which we were in- 
vited into the captain’s wardroom to 
attend divine worship. It rejoiced 
my heart to see Captain B seat- 
ing the old blue-jackets on his lounges 
and sofas, giving them the best seats. 
After service L asked Capt. B. for the 
privilege of holding a prayer-meeting 
through the week on the berth-deck. 
He replied that he would be very 
much pleased if we would accept of 
his cabin twice a week, between the 
hours of 6 and 8 o’clock. This re- 
joiced us much, as we did not expect 
so much from a captain in the navy. 
We met on Thursday evening, the cap- 
tain being present with some others, 
which I consider a very good begin- 
ning. 

“OQ! itis a blessed thing to have a 
witness of sins forgiven; to feel that 
God--owr God—is watching and guard- 
ing us as we roam over the mighty 
ocean ! 

“IT bless God for a free salvation, 
and I bless you that I was ever led to 
see my utter unworthiness through 
your instrumentality. We hope tu 
have great times in Zion on board the 
2S 

9 


Wise Answer of a Child. 


Children often put their elders to 
the blush by the simplicity of their 
faith, and their quick insight into the 
pith of the great Christian doctrines. 
Dr. W. L. Breckenridge, in his open- 
ing sermon before the Old School Gen- 
eral Assembly, gave a beautiful illus- 
tration of this : 

It happened to me, in the good 
providence of God, years ago—but I 
shall never forget it—to have under 
my ministry in the Gospel a child 
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whose heart was won by the Saviour’s 
love. After a while, with becoming 
diffidence, she made known her desire 
to profess her faith in Christ, and join 
herself to his people. But her parents 
thought she was too young, and wished 
to hold her back for a time. Finally 
they allowed her to meet the session, 
with some other persons who just then 
desired to take the same step. When 
the hour came we sat all together in 
the house of God, a grave but tender- 
hearted company. As the religious 
experience of one and another of the 
applicants for church membership was 
stated, it came to the turn of this child 
to relate hers. . 

‘My child,” said I, “ how old are 

ou 2” 

“‘ Thirteen,” she answered. 

“ Do you think you are old enough,” 
I asked, ‘to be bound to love the 
Saviour ?” 

“ Yes, sir,” she said, “I think I am.” 

“ And do you love him, then ?” I 
asked her. 

“Yes, sir,” she answered, “I do 
love him.” 

‘“Why do you love him, my dear 
child 2?” once more I asked her. 

She started, as if surprised at the 
question, and turning her beautiful 
and happy face upon me, bathed in 
tears, but radiant with joy and peace, 
she quickly answered, ‘ Why, I love 
him because he loved me, and gave 
himself for me |” 

I thought within myself, if all the 
saints on earth, and the general as- 
sembly and church of the first born 
that are written in heaven were ask- 
ed that question, not one of them 
could give a plainer or truer answer ! 
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Tue Lirs-Boar is published for the purpose of 
diffusing information and awakening an interest 
more especially among the young, in the moral and 
religious improvement of seamen, and also to aid 
in the collection of funds for the general objects of 
the Society. It will be sent gratuitously, post paid, 
to every family from which a contribution is re- 
ceived, and to all persons who act as Collectorsfor 
the cause, provided a package of not less than 25 to 
one address is made up. 


